KASHANI & MEZDULENE DO NEW ENGLAND -

By Mezdulene

It all started when Kashani asked me if | would like o sccom-  hour of 5:30 am. and drove 1o Seattle 10 the airport.  Her bus-
pany her on & wrip to ber home wown of Solon, Maine. Having  band, (fondly dubbed, “Sherpa Vie™) drove us and hllhlnl_uu
newer been o Maine and always rcady for schlep our luzgage m to check-in.
adveniure, | quickly agreed 1o go. This .
was m bay.

Earty in Augest, | got & wild hair amd =
siopped @0 pock m the window of a build-
ing for sale on the main street of our fown. &
To make & long story, shorl, my hushand
and | boughl & commercial huilding less _
then n block from our restaurant. Ewveory-
thimg went very smoothly st we had an
i fior the closing, amnd then we
recerved & call from the wtle company
us abowt vanous complicatons
which imvelved hiring atlomeys o mon The wemlher was unscasonably
out. It was stressiul w say the least, snd warm. Don't ask me why. bt |
the day before leaving on my trip, we fi- L i B Kashani, Mésdwlene & Fa-Retk cupected it 1o be colder on the
nally closed. Easl coasi then on the West sosat,
but instead i wis much hotier.  Almost B degeess for the first
S0, why did we buy a building? We decided w combine our two  few days. | was so glad | packed a vanery of clothes.
passions wnder anc roof.  The back of the buildmg 1w my nHew
dance smdio. The front, facing the street, s a rock and gem  In the moming we feasied on a complimentary bufTet breakfast
shop and belly dance costume and jewelry ssore. We figure this ~ and then heades] out 10 my first workshop., 'We casily found the
willl be our retirement since as scli-employed workers, we probe-  studso, but | kave 1o admit thet | was totally awestrock by the
hly won't ecam much social secunty, and runming a sore s much  building it was housed m. It was a huge obd fsctory bailding re-
less seressful then ramming & restasrant. misbeled it silfices and & very quaint and
cory dance siadio with windows on o
sides.

The faght ook over 5 lowurs, and
then we landed in Boston whene
it was ¥ hours later. We pol our
huggage and headed for cur rental
car then i the road. With Ka-
shani a8 my fearless navigator, |
drove quickly om of Bosion o
our motel which furned oul o be
very delune digs. We had a o
bedrsom smite, complete kitchen
andl biving-roam, Corpoous!

As September approached, life becams: mone
and more complicated, and o mp o Maine
poemed more sl more fivabos, bt | perse-
vered.

The dance studio was on the wop floor,
small bur very inwiting. My workshop
sponsor was Za-Ueth, and i was wonder-
ful spending some Wme with her. 1 had 2
gresl Lime lesching & wonderful group of
wiomen & variety of things from compets-
tion info to Pharonk: fo vl dancing. Ka-
shami kmadly assisted me, and 1 was grade- :
Tl For her help. Tt was o special time that | i
will always cammy with me. .

Kashani and | both wrote 1o people we found
an the inlemel in the arcos we waonld be visil-
g letting people know thal we were coming
nnd asking ahout any dancing opportumities. |
was hooked for three workshops, amd we
foumd ol abwoul restawrants with dancing and &
haflal

The day after we signed for our new buslding,
1 drove o Kashani's, a mere 5 172 Toirs
Morth, We caughl up & bit on cach other's
news, and then we headed for ber Thursday
might class where | @ught a 1wo howr work-
shops for her studemis and anyone clse who

Thai EVETInE, we il Jarewds seaff werier.
Morgana and her friend, Larry in Lowell |
al the Adhenian Corser and were irenied o !
s wonderful meal, I was so greal o mect |
them in person.  Morgana has been a stafl’
writer for at lcast 10 years, and Larry has

wanied o attend.  The room was packed fill &% Consiiintion submimed several of his posms over the
of beautiful women who all made me feel very vears. We had a lively evening complete
welcome and feel like they really sppreciated what | had wo offer.  with some of the best lve mimic 've heand.  Fred Ehas played
Ti was a wonderful cvening. the viohin for 4 hours with only a hor break. He could play amy-

thing snd was aeoompanicd by o grest bazouki player and drum-
The next moming, we lefl ber house at the ungndly/ungoddessly  mer. There was one official belly dancer and lots of open danc-
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