
 
 
 
 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
 
Women's productive and reproductive roles make them 
the largest group of consumers globally and therefore, this 
group has a major impact on water consumption habits, 
and consequently, on management of resources.  
 
In order to maximize benefits from efficient use of water 
resources, water issues need to involve all stakeholders 
so as to cover every dimension of the problem. The 5th 
World Water Forum – Water and Women will be held in 
Istanbul, Turkey on 14-15 March 2009. This is an 
important step towards global cooperation for finding 
sustainable solutions to today's water challenges.  
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
 
The preparatory meeting of The 5th World Water 
Forum(WWF) will bring together varied women 
groups from different countries to meet with the 
coordinators of the Women and Gender Coalition for 
the 5th WWF. The workshop will be hosted at 
Istanbul Technical University on behalf of the 
Forum’s Secretariat and identify lead organizers and 
their roles in preparation for the 5th Forum. 
 
 
TOPICS 
 

 * Women, Water and Sanitation 
* Impact of Women on Sustainable Water Management 
* Agriculture and Water 
* Innovation and New Technology 
* Gender Equity on Water Management 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

SCOPE 

 

1. Capture the interest and involvement of women 
from in/around Turkey and the MENA/Arab 
countries.  

2. Open up the debate on the influence of cultural 
differences including equity and gender aspects in 
sustainable development and water management.  

3. Enhance participation and visibility of female 
community leaders, experts and policy makers at 
all levels in the 5th World Water Forum 

 

PROGRAMME 

 
First day, Workshop will be open with the opening 
ceromony and than with two parallel sessions 
women will discuss gender and water issues. On 
the second and last day of the workshop,two 
parallel session will be held.After an excursion, the 
workshop will end. 
 
 

RESULTS 

 

The main output of the workshop will be a 
CD that will  include the presentations of 
the workshop, as well  as  its  conclusions  
and  recommendations for the 5th World 
Water Forum.  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. H.Gonca Coskun 
(Director of  Workshop Organization Committee) 
Istanbul Technical University 
Tel: +90 (212) 285-3775 
Fax: +90 (212) 285-6587 
E-mail: gonca@itu.edu.tr 
 
Emine Erdem  
Soroptimist International of Turkey  
Tel: + 90 (212) 268 08 08 
Address: Apdi Đpekçi cad No: 10/1 Gültepe Đstanbul 
E-mail: emineperdem@gmail.com 
             soroptimist@superonline.com 
  
Arzu Özyol 
International Federation of Business and Professional Women 
Tel: + 90 (312) 437 98 94 
Address: Uğur Mumcu Cad.No:41/4 G.O.P Ankara 
E-mail: ankara@bpw-europe.org 
 
Sema Süvarioğlu 
Turkish Women's Cultural Association (TURKKAD) 
Tel: + 90 216 359 4091 
Faks: + 90 216 359 4092 
Address: Bağdat Cad. Güzel Sok. Bilkan Apt. A-Blok 11/2 
Selamiçeşme Kadıkoy / Đstanbul 
E-mail: ssuvarioglu@pusulagroup.org 
 

SECRETARIAT 

 
Gökçe Usta (BSc.)  E-mail: gokceusta@gmail.com  
 
 
LANGUAGE 
 
The meeting will be conducted in English. (simultane translation) 
 



 
 
 
 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
 
Prof. Dr. Filiz Bengu Dilek   Turkey 
Prof. Dr. Nilgün Harmancıoğlu    Turkey 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. H.Gonca Coskun    Turkey 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nesrin Çobanoğlu     Turkey 
Dr. Kusum Athukorala    Sri Lanka 
Dr. Şahnaz Tiğrek   Turkey 
Dr. Cecilia Tortajada   Mexico 

 

AUDIENCE AND PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
In preparation for the 5th World Water Forum 
Turkish Women organizations, professionals and 
academics met in Istanbul at the Forum Secretariat 
to define their roles and participation in the 
upcoming Forum. 
 
 
IN COOPERATION WITH 
 
 
* The Turkish Women’s Water Alliance 
 
*Women for Water Partnership - The Women for 
Water Partnership (WfWP) focuses on sustainable 
development through integrated water resource 
management by:  
• enabling the exchange of knowledge and 

expertise through its international network.  
• facilitating the development of demand driven 

projects at local level. 
• advocating full and equal participation of 

women and their organisations. 
• stimulating women’s empowerment and local 

ownership. 
• promoting equity mainstreaming at all levels.  
• accessing support resources for its members. 

 
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

1st announcement  :19.12.2008 

1st Deadline for abstract submission: 17.01.2009 

2nd Deadline for abstract submission:20.02.2009 

Deadline for full paper submission : 28.02.2009 

 

Abstacts and full papers should be submitted to: 

gokceusta@gmail.com 
 

VENUE 

 
 
Istanbul Technical University 
ITU, Istanbul, Turkey 
Süleyman Demirel 
Congress Center 

 

SPONSORS  
 
 
 
 
 
   

http://portal.worldwaterforum5.org  
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