COSWMES

Vith Contour Ditches We Can Conserve’
s Even Increase the Amount of Topsoil

Figre2 MARKING CONTOUR LINES

With ths “A” Frama that you have built
merk ol contour lines on your fisld. Use
stakas to mark these contour lines, just es .
vou s2s hers, The contour dilches will ba
dug following the tontour lines marked off
by stskes. As tim ditchas ars dug, the stokes
can bs temoved. Tha spacing between con-
toury depends on lwm steapness of ths
ground, the drainage qualities of the soil and
the amount of rainlall in the arss,

Figure 3 - DIGGING CONTOUR DITCHES

‘m&hu you see eontour ditches that have been
\ g Iotlowing tha contour lines marked off
4 stekes. Tha ditches ave sbout 12 inches
30 em.) wide and B (o 12 inches {20 10 30
em.} deep. Tha steeper thw land, the closer
together the ditches should be. On steep
fsnd the ditchss mey be just a few feet
epsrl. Onr nearly list land they may be 65
feel {20 meters) spert. On the highar, steep-
21 part of the hill in this disgram the contous
ditches gre. closar together. On the lowes,
fistier part the ditches are further apart.

Fipre 4. PLANTING GRASS BARRIERS ABOVE THE DITCHES

Grats or other zisse-growing plants which erg
prasent 2l 2l timss of ths yesr should be
pisnted on the uphill side of the diteh., This

protects the diteh from tilling up with esil S48 A3 ]
snd prevenis the soil from baeing cerried down P

tha hill by 1sinwater, The grass ean bs plant- . g Py AR ¥ ¢-d Yeb
¢4 sparsely, end with tima it will thicken o _ . e Y & ’
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The secret 10 teracing is 10 begin plowing with a shallow penetraton
of around 4 inches. Then with each replowing, set the plow lower so
the points find solid purchase in undisturbed ground.




