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'Vith Contour Ditches We. Can Conserve~, .'"

l"J Even "Increase the" Amount of Topsoil
Fiprt 2 MARKING CONTOUR LINES

With till "A·' Fram. that you hut buDt
mark off contour linn on your fi.ld. Use
,takes to mark thu. contour Ilnos. ju,t as •
YCU M' her •• Th' contour ditches will bIJ
dug following the contour lines marked off
by stakes. As the ditch., are dUI. tM stak.,
un tis r.mond. The spacing bt~w.en con­
toun' dlpends on the ""1'1'111' of the
tround. the drainave Quant •• , of tn. soil .,.d
the amount of r.inl.n in the aru .
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DIGGING CONTOUR DITCHES

~efl you s~e contour ditches that h.." bHn
I '9 loUewing the contour IimlS marked off

~ ~ ,lllkts. lht ditehe, .r. abcu\ 12 inches~O cen.} ••••ide and e 10 12 inch., t2D to 30
em.} deep. The steeper tt19l land. the close,
t09fther the ditch.s should be. On steep
land the ditches may be iust • few feet
.pllrL Or. nearly 'bt h,nd they mlY be 65
leet l20 melers) apart. On the higMr, ""P­
.r pa" 01 tht hill in this diagram the contou,
ditchrs Ife clos.r t~thl!l'. On the 10000r,
flatter part tho ditches ar. iurth.r apart.

'I

Grass or elhn elosl"fowing plants which ii'S
pr'l$ent at 11I11times of the yea' should bll
plma.d on the uphill ,id. of the dilcl\. This
pl'Otaeu the ditch from lillinS up with toil
end pr • .,.n U the soli from bei", carried down
thl hln by rainwater. Th. ,rass an be plent­
fld 'ParSily. lllnd with time It wan thicken to
beeoms 11m impcMulbh ba"ie, for soil. Ot.-

." tent! how weh I barri.r has fOffIWd in tM

1. 1)¥At' photo en pig; sight of Ulb issue of~In Action. 1 hit soU has bun h.Id behind the
"as barrior to cru', • '."Ieing ell.et on
tM hUiside.

PLANTING GRASS BARRIERS ABOVE THE DITCHES



.(11Lt 1

din advanced ~y rerlowing both sides•
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The sec-rct:.o terracing is to begin plouring utith a shalloo..~tra.rion
of around -4 inche..~.Then YJiu,.e.acn rcplouring) set the plow l.otuer so

the points [i.,.....dsolid ptrrchas,e in undisturbed ground.
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Making a Terraced V;1aterway Wrrtf It ~~11
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