
The American Gandhi walks in the UK 
On April 27th I head to Toronto Canada for a conference of the Thomas Merton Society of Canada: 
"Finding Hope In Time of Despair", where I will conduct a workshop titled "Activism Without 
Delusion." Then, I visit my roots in Cleveland, where a big part of my heart is. On May 24th I leave 
Cleveland for Glasgow, Scotland for a campaign and a pilgrimage. I intend to dress as the American 
Gandhi for the entire trip, which ends at Birmingham on August 13th.
I invite you to follow the journey through this blog. I will make entries as I am able. I believe that we 
need a worldwide grassroots movement to address the realities mentioned below. We are one in 
ultimate truth. Join together in transforming ourselves and the human race with love.
Namaste, Bernie Meyer, the American Gandhi. 
The walk ended up being from May 29th to August 6th, 2007. (over 700 miles)

Why I am going to Scotland and England as the American Gandhi

By Bernie Meyer

I see that the world is in a most destructive grip of violence. I see that this is due to human activity, 
human decisions, human blindness, human fears and human greed. This violence takes the form of 
wars and oppression, but also is systemic. Humans have developed a way of life that violates the Earth, 
her living species, and human communities. The nations of the earth are in various stages of consuming 
the fruits of creation with technologies that make toxic soils and waters, and that pollute the air. The 
question is: “Will the earth be viable for human and other species after the 21st Century? We humans 
also have the nature and capacity to love.

I will go to Scotland and England as Gandhi to say we must face our mistakes and our decisions to 
abuse life and its sustaining sources. Gandhi dressed in a loincloth to identify with the “dumb masses.” 
He knew they had a right to the necessities of life. He also knew that destroying the ability of every 
individual to support her or himself strikes at the very root of human dignity. I want to express these 
truths by identifying with Gandhi. This Gandhi now is both an historic person and is a symbol or 
representation of wisdom learned by the lessons of experience. Gandhi continually experimented in 
pursuit of truth.

The most insightful wisdom expresses the insights about reality which is proven over time. As Gandhi 
experimented with truth gained by wisdom learning, I want to challenge myself and everyone who will 
listen to me to question the world order established by us.

The major issues of this century are global climate change, the limitations of natural resources and 
energy from fossil fuels, and modern war making. These issues are many faceted and interrelated. My 
own conclusion is that what is known as globalization is destroying not merely environments and 
habitats, but also a dignified way of life which enables people to live at peace.

I want to say that correcting these human created realities is not just to modify automobiles and 
technological living environments so that a minority can survive without radical change of their 
lifestyle. I want to say that we need to work towards a way of life, so that all humans and all living 
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creatures can survive…as nature allows for survival.

Along with my teachers and many others, I have been trying to say these things for a long time. Now, 
humanity is at a major crossroads. I join with Gandhi and all courageous peoples in an effort to say NO 
to fear and death, YES to life.

I am going to Scotland to participate in Faslane 365, a one year campaign to persuade the United 
Kingdom NOT to fund the next generation of Trident Submarine weapon system. Groups are 
blockading the Faslane Submarine Base as a way of saying NO. Even without using these weapons to 
destroy cities and the earth, the system is and has been causing vast destruction. The Trident system 
symbolizes human failure to care for the earth and the living species of creation. The system is a 
massive failure of humans to get along together and nurture life together.

Modern weapons are an outrageous waste. I think we need to apply the human genius to solving our 
failures, not to destroying our life resources. The scientists, engineers, military and civil leaders must 
retread themselves to address the most salient issues facing life.

I have been participating for well over 30 years in the effort to end nuclear despair and weapon 
systems. Now I want to connect the Trident resistance at Sub Base Bangor in Washington State offered 
by Ground Zero Center For Nonviolent Action with Sub Base Faslane in Scotland offered by Faslane 
365. (Ground Zero celebrates 30 years of resistance on August 6th, 2007. The Faslane resistance 
celebrates 25 years in June.) It would be a significant step for the United Kingdom to say no to funding 
the next Trident generation. This would be a correction of the United States’ and Britain’s refusal to 
comply with the 1996 World Court decision outlawing nuclear weapons. To reverse course on nuclear 
weapons would be a step toward compliance with the Non-proliferation Treaty and ending 
governmental policies of intimidation and domination. We need to stop dominating and destroying 
wastefully. We need to conserve, preserve, and nurture life.

The message I heard from several presenters at the 2006 World Peace Forum in Vancouver B.C. is that 
nuclear disarmament is now up to the grassroots. Just like the other issues!

After the action on May 27 and 28th I will join a pilgrimage with Footsteps For Peace, “Toward A 
Nuclear Free World.” I will join the walk which begins in Ireland when it arrives at Faslane. We will 
walk to London ending on the anniversary of the Atom bombing of Hiroshima, August 6th. The 
pilgrimage will visit several military bases along the way.

The trip is an act of love. Love seeks the truth. Love seeks the good of all life. Love is nonviolent. Love 
bears all things. Love is peace.

April 12, 2007

For more information, go to http://www.faslane365.org/, http://www.footprintsforpeace.net/, 
http://www.gzcenter.org/.

To support this witness, contribute to Bernie Meyer, 402 Pattison St NE, Olympia, WA 98506. email: 
berniemeyer2001@yahoo.com. Better yet, join up!
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