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Tooperative Community Economics

The followmg material is taken froma pamphlez entitled “Cooperatzve Commwuzy Econormm publzshed by
the Coalztzon Jfor Cooperanve Community Economics, a pro;ect of TRANET. .

Sustamabﬂxtyhasbecome the keyword ofthe decade. The

the cooperative, open, ﬁ'lendly relauonshxps of African cultnr&e. :

: BnmdtlandReportand'I'heEthumnntmu'oduced&xousands . Ethmo-economist Hassan Zaoual contrasts his view of African
to the words “sustainable developmmt.” The medent's Council  cultures nested within cultures, with the stifling Western

on Sustainable Development has made

it an official issue in the Federal :
government. And “sustainable
communities” projects are underway =~ -
from Seattle, WA to Farmington, ME.
But, for all the attention to the word -
“sustainable,” there is little attentioni to

. its meaning and the social innovations
needed to make it a reality.

The fundamental flaw that requires
ﬂnsnewfocuscomsﬁ'omthefactd:at
the whole earth is currently controlled -
by the competitive global economic.
system based on “self-interest,”
reductionisin, “survival of the fittest,”
and materialism. This system contains
the seeds of its own, and society’s,
d- “wction in its inherent promotion of -
& vaste, inequity, violence, - - -
d. _aation, crime, war, and ecologicﬂ
dsuuctwn.

. Buttherei isa comter-balancmg
.system developmg a cooperative
community economics, which could
create sustainability. Ithasbeen = |
implied by authors such as Herman
Daly and Johm Cobbin Forthe .
Common Good, by Richard Douthwaite in The Growth Iusion,
by Andrew Bard Schmookler in The Illusion of Choice, by Hazel
Henderson in Creating Akernative Futures, and by other writers
on economics. It is also inherent in Jacob von Uexkull’s “Right
Livelihood Awards,” mmeMooreLappemdPaul DuBois’
conceptﬁf “Living Democracy,” in Bob Theobold’s “paraliel
system,” in Brundtland’s “sustainable development,” in David
Korten's ‘peopl&centered development,” and other actions. A
core concept of many of these is that people can meet most of
their own needs without relying on government or big industry.

Cooperative economics is not new. In fact it has been
-practiced for 99% of the time that humans have been on Earth,
and is still practiced by the Earth-centered cultures which make

up somé 80% of existing peoples. Economic concepts we take -

for truisms in our Western culture are unknown in many other
cultures. Before the colonialism of the white man, Tahitians did
not know the concept of ownership; anything on the islands was
ﬁeefordzetahngbyanyonemnwd. The Australian aborigines,
» > like the Native Americans, consider themselves to be

4 not owners, of the land; they act as integral parts of as
Wi . .o protectors of the land. African veterinarian Nskeyuye
Bizmana writes in White Paradise, Hell  for Africa of his cultural
shock in discovering, during his schooling in Europe, that
Europeans lived in constant conflict, fear, and loneliness—unlike

monoculture in which the profit
motive crowds out the concept of
reciprocity which values you for
what you do for society, not for what
you possess. And in traditional
Japan, the idea of service to others is
“still preserved at meals where no one
asks “please pass the ...,” for each
is expected to look cut for his

neighbors. It would be an insult to
suggest that your needs had not been
met. The Westis blind tomany
cultural concepts that have been
retained by people’s elsewhere. -
. Chellis Glendinning in
Y Recovery from Western Civilization
holds that our “original trauma” was
© a result of man’s adopting ,
agnculnneandsepamnnghnnself
" from nature S000 years ago; Riane
Eisler in The Chalice and the Blade
contends that human conziectedness
through the Earth Goddess was
swept away when maranding hordes
invaded from Asia 2000 years ago;
French anthropologist Dominique
Temple shows that before .
Columbus, 500 years ago, native peoples lived in barmony . .
through the distribution of goods by “reciprocity,” which was
based on creating goodwill rather than getting the most for your
skill or product; in The Promise of Humanistic Economics, -
economist Mark [ utz and psychologist Kemneth Lux explain how
the économic theories that have guided our civilization for the -
past 200 years are based on the false premises of “self-interest,”
the “unseen hand,” “survival of the fittest,” and “comparative
advantage,” which are contrary to the real world; James |
Robertson in The Sane Alternative worries that since World War
II our Western Culture has reached a critical point of breakdown
because we are caught in an economistic trap of our own making;
and economist Paul Ekins in The Living Economy lays out an
alternative which can create a less destructive future. _

Noneoftlmeeprogmmved:mkets,oromemmmenetwork,
believe that there is only one cause for the current ecopomic,
social, and ecological crises. All recognize that it is the sum of
the trends, and the basic errors in our Euro-American culture
wh:chhasbroughtcxvihmuonsoclosetothebrealnngpomt.

But social criticism does not stop with anthropologic,
ecological, economic, and historical analysis. In thenew
sciences of relativity, quantmnmechamcs,mdchaosﬂxem‘y‘m
the new-found spirituality of Christian mystics and Buddhist
scholars;mthegradnalawakenmgoffemmstsandgmupsof
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sadvantaged people; and in many other wellsprings of the =
ming age, we are discovering new potentials for the human - -
ce. Theologian Thomas Berry and physicist Brian Swimmme in
e Universe Story trace cosmic creation from the Big Bang to
emmdofhumans,rev&lmgagen&slsmo:ewondmusand
ve-inspiring than any of the other tales of creation told by
imans of the past. Duane Elgin in Awakening Earth opens our
inds to the gradual emergence of human consciousness from its
rehuman status of recognizing only the moment and the -
nmedlatewoﬂdofonrsenss,toﬂleamamgconsczousnﬁsof
ur own consciousuess, and of the mneffable world of infinite time
ad space. Like de Chardin in The Furure of Man, aud Peter .
usscllmThe%aeHolemTuue,hechaﬂengsommmdsm ’
nvision the next step of cosmic cvoluuontoastagewherewe .
renolongerboxmdbythepenygoalsoﬁmtmahsm,
onsumerism, and economism. .
'I'hevxsxonsoftheseGaxanphilosophersandpmgremve .
unkers are not left in a sea of fantasy.’ Socmlcnucsclosertothe
veryday problems of everydayhmnansareemboldenedto '
hallengethestamsquoandmoveontofmelethaxgybronghton
'y viewing only the short term global problematique. Willis -
iarmoncom&soutofhstoencsmencebackgmmdtopomay
vith John Honmann in Creative Work,me“consn-uctwerole of -
msmessmatmnsformmgsocxety In every issue of In Contexs’
nagazine, Robert and Diane Gilman, coming from a pragmatic
riewpoint missed by both mainstream and altemative writers,
*hallenge us with concepts of interdependence, sustainability, -

wd cooperative society. Frances Moore Lappé moves on from

1er studies of world hunger and of American values to the
soncept of “Living Democracy™ in which citizens create for
themselves, without need of government, problem-solving
»echmquorabetwrhfe. Axnd Robert Theobold brings together
shurch groups, senior citizens, Rotary Clubs, students, and nearly
svery facet of society to express their fears of the present, and
their forlorn hopes for the future; and in his books The Rapids of
Change and Tuming the Century, be provides us real-time political
and social steps to take to head off the march toward oblivion.
Meanwhile, at the family and commmunity levels, social
activists and social innovators m many parts of the world have
been slowly and steadily developing, testing, and proofing
techmquesan;lhfeszylﬁthatmletthev:sxonbmkﬂ:mugh. In
England, Rochdale Cooperatives have been operating since the
late 1800s; LETS systems originating in Canada are now headline
news items from to Australia; Grameen Banks (peer
lending), which originated in Bangladesh, have been adopted in
even the most developed countries; Commumity Land Trusts, an
idea of Gandhi’s in India, is now better known in the USA; and
Commumnity Supported Agriculture, started in Switzerland in the
70s, is making local food available in almost every country. All
these and other socmlmnovatxcnsaxebuildmg—blocks for an
alternative economics. ~
Amjorobstacletothedevelopmentofthxsaltemauve
economic system is that the many options available to
neighborhood groups are not brought together in one center or
publication and they are unknown by the mainstream media and
academia. In fact, it is hard to find clear information on many of
them; and many expexts involved in promoting one social
innovation know little about any others. Co-op America coversa
narrow definition of cooperatives; AERO networks a.ltemauve
commumity schools; Communities Magazine promotes
intentional communities as harbimgers of the foture; GEO
promotes worker ownemh:p and ESOPs (Employee Stock

. Ownership Plans); the Co~op News Neswork promotes food co~
ops; a few pamphlets from the E.F. Schumacher Society explain

local credit systems; Tom Greco’s book New Money for Healthy
Communities explains LETS (local exchange trading systems);
Countryside Magazine includes cceasional articles on home-
steading as an economic model; Jerry Mintz links alternative
commmity schools in Aerogrant bomeschoolers network .
through John Holt"s Growing Without Schooling; David Morris
and Neil Seldman of the Institate for Local Self-Reliance have
spent two decades leading self-reliant community actions; and a
scattering of other resources are available for the intrepid searcher.
But too often the practical hands-on information is disjoint, and

~cmbeddedmalotofm-news,rhetmcabomdxcfaﬁmofdx

current system and the social paradigm, or the future.

The Coalition forCoopmhveCommnmtyEcononncshas
compiled a comprehensive inventory of social innovations
created by and for the people. We hope that it can be a service for
. communities wanting to solve the real problems of real people.

nenmehasﬁnanycomewhenthemnsueamxsmdy fora

' .rea]change-—amovetovmdwstamabﬂ:ty

“The Coalition of Cooperatxve Community Economics is a
network of social ensrepreneurs and organizations helping to

. balance the current competitive global economics system with

social innovations which allow pecple to provide for their own

needs. For a'compiete list of pamphlets on relevant topics,
contact the general coordinator at TRANET, PO Box 567,
Rangeley, ME 04970; phone: 207-864—2252 email: -

tranet@igc.apc.org

An Agenda for Corporate Responsibility
We can and should liberate ourselves from the corporate
takeover of educational, civic, community, legal, military, and

recreational institutions. This, from the Program on

_{ Corporations, Law and Democracy, sets a few guidelines:

» Recharter corporations to make them subordinate to the
sovereign people by limiting the time period of the charter;
make continued existence depend on community and worker
approval; make managers and directors liable for corporate
harms; require them to pay the full social and environmental
costs of operation.

« Reduce corporations to smalier units with less power to
undermine élections, lawmaking, judicial proceedings, and
education; restrict their size; prohibit them from owning other
co:pomnons,prohibxt&emﬁ'omawnmgpmpatynotmtxal
to accomplishing their authorized charter .

Prohbxthmngofreplacemmtworketsdtmgsuiks, :

mdepemienthealmandsafetyandxfsbyexpettschosen

byworkersandaﬂ’ectedcommmu&s. s
- -Stnpﬁomcoxpomnonsthecpnsumt:omlnghSmmded
fornanmlpe(sons,suchas

« Guaranee workers freespeech,assembly, pmaecuon from
arbitrary search and seizure, etc., whenoncoxpmatepmperty

* Prohibit corporations from making campai
conuibutxonstomdzdatwmmyeleebons,andﬁomlobbymg
anyloeal,staxe,orfedeulgovemmmtbodlﬁ. o

Capmlmesofeorpomﬂeoﬁcmlsandhm:tthembnot :
more than 5-10 times more than ‘workers. . :

-Encomgeworkerandeommmxty-ownedand-comoned
cooperatives.

For mote informazion contaaDave Hemon @ Ocademaz Arts
andEcology Center, 15290 Coleman ValleyRoad Occidental,
CA 95465. zel: (707)875-1557 ﬁzz/oISS& <oaéc.igcorg> -
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